
  
 

  

The Holiday Season is Here! 
 

 

  

 

 

Dear Catoctin Residents, 
 
I hope you all had a wonderful Thanksgiving! I've been enjoying the crisp fall weather, 
which always comes with such beautiful scenery here in Loudoun. This is a great time of 
year to bundle up and explore the rural west. For our Catoctin snow watchers out there, 
Jay's Wintry Mix says we might get snow around December 5ï9, with a big cold front that 
could materialize into precipitation. But he also admits that getting significant snow this 
week is still very much a long shot; you can blame/thank the southern jet stream for that.  
 
Before I share a little bit of Loudoun's agricultural history, I wanted to let you know about a 
wonderful Loudoun marketplace. At Take Loudoun Home for the Holidays, you can find 
local sources for freshly cut trees and wreaths, craft food and beverages, and other 
amazing gifts and experiences. And each time you make a purchase, you'll also be 
directly supporting Loudoun's farmers and small businesses. Remember: you don't have 
to worry about supply chain issues if you shop local!  
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In a truly regrettable lack of foresight, I've already told you Eugene Scheel's history of one 
of the last large turkey farms in Loudoun County. Fortunately I found another story from 
Loudoun's history that I think is worth sharing. It's about a Loudoun resident who found 
our county in the midst of a farming crisis, solved it with creative farming techniques, and 
wound up writing a treatise about it that impressed Thomas Jefferson.  
 
Let me tell you the story of John Alexander Binns. 
 

¶ John Alexander Binns was a Loudoun farmer in the 1780s. At this point in 
Loudoun's history, the county was facing a serious soil fertility problem. 
Much of its farmland had been in continuous use, which ate up its nutrients - 
and while European farmers had solved this problem by regularly mixing 
manure back into the soil, Loudoun farmers let their livestock range free, 
which meant the manure solution wasn't an easy option.  

 
¶ Binns decided to try something else. He'd learned about a new method for 

restoring soil quality, which had been brought over from the city of Leipzig, 
Saxony, and was being used in Philadelphia. Instead of using manure, this 
method involved planting clover and treating the soil with gypsum.  

 
¶ So Binns planted clover and mixed gypsum into the soil. He also started 

rotating his crops and using deep plowing techniques. Slowly, year after 
year, these techniques began to restore the farmland. After eight years of 
steady work (and more than a little scoffing from neighboring farmers), he'd 
found that his corn yields had doubled, and his wheat yields had 
quadrupled.  

 
¶ In 1793, Binns moved to an estate near Waterford, which he named 

(surprise!) Clover Hill. At this point he was regularly buying other farmers' 
tracts of worn-out farmland and applying his new methods to restore the 
land's crop yields. 
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¶ By 1803, Binns had become a remarkably successful farmer, and 

Loudoun's crop yields were rising instead of collapsing. So he sat down to 
compile what he'd learned about farming and soil management into a small 
book, called A Treatise on Practical Farming. That book was sold 
throughout Virginia, and John's overall methods became widely known as 
the "Loudoun system."  

 
¶ Thomas Jefferson was one of the first people to buy this book. He though it 

was brilliant, and on June 30, 1803, he sent a copy of it to Sir John Sinclair, 
the head of the English Board of Agriculture, praising it as (A) an excellent 
farming system and (B) written in clear language that farmers would 
understand and appreciate. (When the guy who drafted the Declaration of 
Independence says, "Hey, this book is really well written," you know you've 
arrived.)  

 
We owe a lot gratitude to farmers like John Alexander Binns, who laid the foundation for 
our county's remarkable agriculture and crop production. When we we eat locally-sourced 
food, we are benefitting from the insights and improvements that they passed down to us. 
It's something worth remembering in this Thanksgiving season. 
 
I wish you and your family all the best this holiday season! 

 

Sincerely, 
 
Caleb Kershner 
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Real-Time Updates - Keep Up With the Latest 
News! 

 

 

  

  

 

  

If I tried to put all the interesting news from the Catoctin District into one monthly email, 
you'd be scrolling the rest of the month before you hit the bottom. 
 
This is why I also have a Facebook page.  
 
So stay tuned to these newsletters for the big-picture news from the Catoctin District. But 
for the other day-to-day stories and updates, drop by my Facebook page and give it a like. 

 

 

  

Go to Facebook  
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Morven Park's Holiday Road Event is Open 
November 26 - January 2 

 

We told you this event was coming, and now it has finally arrived! Holiday Road will be 
opening in three places around the country: Los Angeles, Atlanta, and North Virginia. 
Morven Park is hosting our region's piece of this premiere holiday event. 
 
From November 26 through January 2, at 5:00ï11:00 PM, attendees will arrive at 
Morven Park for a night full of bright lights, hot drinks, and memorable holiday activities. 
The park will be transformed into a winter wonderland, complete with a North Pole, Elf 
Village, Gingerbread Lane, forests of Christmas Trees, food trucks, a gift shop, and more.  
 
Morven Park is excited to bring this event to our county. For more details about the event, 
they've assembled a helpful set of FAQs on their event page. And to answer the all-
important question, "How does one get tickets?" I've included a button below that goes 
straight to their tickets page.  

 

Get Tickets 
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Holiday Road Walking Trail Comes To California, Virginia ... 
 
Television Production and Event Industry veterans Ben Biscotti, Tony Schubert and 
Bobby Rossi announced today that Calabasas' renowned Holiday Road holiday 
experience will expand to two additional markets for the first time ever this year in... 
 
Read more 
latfusa.com 
 

 

 

  

 

  

CURRENT EVENTS 
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Image Credit: Photo of trail segment / Blue Ridge Center for Environmental Stewardship  
 

Loudoun's New State Park is Top Priority for  
Loudoun's Legislative Delegation 

 

In 2018, Loudoun County purchased 281 acres from the Bob and Dee Leggett Foundation 
for $2.9 million. This newly purchased land was combined with another 600 acres that the 
Leggett Foundation had already donated, which gave Loudoun County a turnkey, ready-
to-open 900-acre State Park off of Harperôs Ferry Road.  
 
I want to let you know that we are pushing for the funding we need so we can get this 
beautiful state park open for business. At this point we just need the staffing to get the 
park open. Common amenities for a state park are already in place on the property - it 
used to be known as the Blue Ridge Center for Environmental Stewardship, and it already 
contains a fantastic trail system (which includes access to the Appalachian Trail), an 
education center, a campsite with restrooms and hot and cold showers, a road system, 
equestrian trails, a working farm, farming history, wildlife conservation, and so much more. 

 

 

  

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001R_nbhqh_zjueHfJKUpCNntjOXBgWcWsijZ4dNUCqwfX4tRAYImppfxks09V_ALLj0Y6gXjiL8Nic1cP_aCxU1l7vSk4hYXLDtemm84oHddBo0Paa8L6jYl0aW6cSbjxwg8a-Z1A1nNm4ZkMsRugiD90o1ZarWs-pM1naSjREmqOx5SioOUiQmvn5QL2E5HAWOgi1FWY-jmQUpFo2eBJfIK7hvRVfYQCc&c=zpfD0gzbOGycBiMb9aIMWkzu0lghuS9JOWEdMZsMye8KCxGAt0mETA==&ch=aS5ZEdoZ1pOXUy-SxP5t5mzDmsX7dKm5_XkOHGdiNy2mWNyCFonBjg==__;!!IvMiCv_-VA!nQcddyz8jnqL3qszGcMi9reYXUzeHJ-dcWhMKzSP94Dqa1p2AGb86yPkCuRNP0TsJBSSlBtL$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001R_nbhqh_zjueHfJKUpCNntjOXBgWcWsijZ4dNUCqwfX4tRAYImppfxks09V_ALLj2pQb3Qx8iYHS86OE7MIG0NHxVhu-l-Hqm_FwgImLw1r2_mNucQyNrrdI9kxtJCD-5F__GM1SrSUJ0IHDegERiiBgPiEibH0bBk7r-0Lwt2zBGgfUFCaT20jdqFCaVUDTYckjapR9-m3x_xw9E-E9gS_Gchyj7wYyMbuylwyE2tmpsIipvj9InQ==&c=zpfD0gzbOGycBiMb9aIMWkzu0lghuS9JOWEdMZsMye8KCxGAt0mETA==&ch=aS5ZEdoZ1pOXUy-SxP5t5mzDmsX7dKm5_XkOHGdiNy2mWNyCFonBjg==__;!!IvMiCv_-VA!nQcddyz8jnqL3qszGcMi9reYXUzeHJ-dcWhMKzSP94Dqa1p2AGb86yPkCuRNP0TsJCewNNmr$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001R_nbhqh_zjueHfJKUpCNntjOXBgWcWsijZ4dNUCqwfX4tRAYImppfxks09V_ALLj1gkf7a4zHoqV4FKBCueQE01AOqOcNoLPORJFIb4cmVey1eUzZENXfL7VCtkODc4RtHedS_WQj7RCoa2rwD9NrHCoqwM6MJt9X3uFaL8ljXom9vuNRT27GuXif2DzGSTDKo1CpaQNXKcnHmxuiGJEijaR3wqFuAmU&c=zpfD0gzbOGycBiMb9aIMWkzu0lghuS9JOWEdMZsMye8KCxGAt0mETA==&ch=aS5ZEdoZ1pOXUy-SxP5t5mzDmsX7dKm5_XkOHGdiNy2mWNyCFonBjg==__;!!IvMiCv_-VA!nQcddyz8jnqL3qszGcMi9reYXUzeHJ-dcWhMKzSP94Dqa1p2AGb86yPkCuRNP0TsJDhoO6sb$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001R_nbhqh_zjueHfJKUpCNntjOXBgWcWsijZ4dNUCqwfX4tRAYImppfxks09V_ALLj1gkf7a4zHoqV4FKBCueQE01AOqOcNoLPORJFIb4cmVey1eUzZENXfL7VCtkODc4RtHedS_WQj7RCoa2rwD9NrHCoqwM6MJt9X3uFaL8ljXom9vuNRT27GuXif2DzGSTDKo1CpaQNXKcnHmxuiGJEijaR3wqFuAmU&c=zpfD0gzbOGycBiMb9aIMWkzu0lghuS9JOWEdMZsMye8KCxGAt0mETA==&ch=aS5ZEdoZ1pOXUy-SxP5t5mzDmsX7dKm5_XkOHGdiNy2mWNyCFonBjg==__;!!IvMiCv_-VA!nQcddyz8jnqL3qszGcMi9reYXUzeHJ-dcWhMKzSP94Dqa1p2AGb86yPkCuRNP0TsJDhoO6sb$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001R_nbhqh_zjueHfJKUpCNntjOXBgWcWsijZ4dNUCqwfX4tRAYImppfxks09V_ALLj2pQb3Qx8iYHS86OE7MIG0NHxVhu-l-Hqm_FwgImLw1r2_mNucQyNrrdI9kxtJCD-5F__GM1SrSUJ0IHDegERiiBgPiEibH0bBk7r-0Lwt2zBGgfUFCaT20jdqFCaVUDTYckjapR9-m3x_xw9E-E9gS_Gchyj7wYyMbuylwyE2tmpsIipvj9InQ==&c=zpfD0gzbOGycBiMb9aIMWkzu0lghuS9JOWEdMZsMye8KCxGAt0mETA==&ch=aS5ZEdoZ1pOXUy-SxP5t5mzDmsX7dKm5_XkOHGdiNy2mWNyCFonBjg==__;!!IvMiCv_-VA!nQcddyz8jnqL3qszGcMi9reYXUzeHJ-dcWhMKzSP94Dqa1p2AGb86yPkCuRNP0TsJCewNNmr$


  

Image Credit: Photo of trail segment / Blue Ridge Center for Environmental Stewardship  
 

 

  

In the General Assembly's last several sessions, members of the Loudoun Delegation 
have filed budget amendments that would fund maintenance and operations costs, in 
addition to two positions, for the development and operation of the new state park in 
Loudoun. Efforts for the 2022-2024 budget, including master planning efforts for the park, 
are the second priority for the Board of Supervisors, just behind funding for transportation 
and road maintenance, and adequate appropriations to the Compensation Board to 
properly staff and fund the offices of constitutional officers. 
 
The Virginia Department of Conservation Resources estimates a $203,000 in one-time 
costs for the new park in FY2023 and $613,253 in recurring costs for FY2023 and 
FY2024. These costs include a park manager, Chief Ranger, a Maintenance Manager, an 
Office Manager, and Wage Staff. I will be working very closely with our staff and with the 
Loudoun Delegation to secure the necessary funds to open the park. 

 

 

  

Read More  
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Zoning Ordinance Rewrite: Board Adopts 
Resolution of Intent to Amend Loudoun's Zoning 

Ordinance  
 

We hit another milestone on the zoning ordinance rewrite project last month! At our 
business meeting on November 16, the Board voted to adopt a Resolution of Intent to 
Amend (ROIA) for Loudoun County's Revised 1993 Zoning Ordinance. The ROIA is a 
public announcement that the Board plans to amend the whole zoning ordinance, and is a 
necessary step in the revision process.  
 
The rewrite project formally began in September 2019. It is expected to be finished by the 
end of next year. The next steps include the Planning Commission's review and 
recommendations, a general public open house for review and comment, a 90-day public 
review period for the first draft, and - at long last - a public vote on adoption by the Board 
of Supervisors in late 2022. 
 
With this ROIA, the Board has officially referred the zoning ordinance rewrite to the 
Planning Commission for its recommendations and review. Here are the some of the key 
goals for the rewriting project:  
 

¶ Implement the 2019 Comprehensive Plan's ideas. That should include 
the Urban Policy Area, which involves new place types with densities, 
standards, building forms and infrastructure.  

¶ Modernize our rules and standards. The rewrite aims to revise land uses 
and definitions to reflect the current marketplace, evaluate parking ratios 
and calculations, update our lot and building standards, and align the 
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county's administration of planned unit developments with modern best 
practices.  

¶ Audit the rules for consistency, analyzing existing standards and aiming 
for consistency within the document and across zoning districts when 
feasible.  

¶ Make the document more user-friendly, by improving its structure and 
flow, and by rewriting any unclear language.  

¶ Assess the opportunities and challenges that come up as stakeholders 
give their input about the current Zoning Ordinance, and improve things 
where we can.  

¶ Incorporate changes based on new legislation, including new or revised 
provisions of the Code of Virginia, new case law, and best management 
practices drawn from the Virginia Association of Zoning Officials, the Urban 
Land Institute, and the American Planning Association.  

 
Much work has already been done in getting the rewrite process up to speed. As you can 
imagine, our zoning ordinance has a lot of moving parts, and when we fix one part of the 
ordinance, we really don't want it to throw a monkey wrench into something else. The 
Department of Planning and Zoning and the Zoning Ordinance Committee have heard 
from many stakeholders and residents - and they would love to hear from many more of 
you by the time the rewrite is finished.  
 
So far, they have had discussions on the following topics: 
 

¶ Possible new and revised land uses, definitions, and performance 
standards. 

¶ Improvements to parking regulations. 
¶ Renaming the zoning districts. 
¶ Changes to process. 

 
And they have discussed the following potential changes to the ordinance: 
 

¶ Add land uses to implement the 2019 Comprehensive Plan, reflect the 
current marketplace, and address gaps identified by staff, citizens and 
Zoning Ordinance Committee members.  

¶ Combine or rename land uses to make them clear, consistent, and 
efficient.  

¶ Modifying the land use legislative application process to make space 
earlier in the process for the public and the Board of Supervisors to give 
their input.  

¶ Revise current land uses to stay consistent with new place types in the 
2019 Comprehensive Plan.  

¶ Modify parking ratios based on the different planning policy areas 
throughout the county.  

¶ Create parking ratio minimums and maximums for specific land uses. 
This is a new concept for Loudoun, and is designed to provide parking at an 
appropriate scale within the county.  

¶ Develop parking standards for bicycles, car sharing, electric vehicles, and 
motorcycle/scooters.  



¶ Add parking standards that recognize the needs of small, pedestrian-
scale, rural communities.  

 
As the process goes on, they also plan to discuss issues such as attainable housing, lot 
and building standards, signs, landscaping, and zoning processes and procedures. 

 

 

  

Learn More  
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Court Orders Gable Farm to Level its Fill Dirt 
 

Last month brought us an important development for the Gable Farm situation. On 
November 3, the Loudoun County General District Court entered an Order of Abatement 
in the case of County of Loudoun v. Gable Family Limited Partnership. The order requires 
the owner of Gable Farm to correct violations of the Loudoun County Zoning Ordinance.  
  
The courtôs order requires the property owner to accomplish several remedial actions, 
which are detailed in a full Abatement Plan:  
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